
Goals, Objectives and Analysis
Downtown Open Space Plan

Goal for Downtown Open Space

An interconnected system of high quality open spaces that promote  
sustainability,  placemaking, and livability featuring: 

A variety of open spaces ranging from nature-focused to civic-focused;

Linked  corridors and streetscapes that connect urban neighborhoods to 

Downtown; and 

Assess current open space inventories;

1 Public Access 2 Diversity of open space form
Studying the accompanying map  the 
range of open spaces can be broken into three main categories of ownership 

1. Public open 
spaces are  owned 
and maintained by 

2. Semi-Public open 
spaces 

3. Private open spaces 

and managed with 

Plan Objectives

Plan Development

3 Open space function

Civic Gathering Environmental Shaping the Urban Form

Downtown has three primary 

Streetscape improvements have 

streetscape program is 
Streetscape redesign has 
improved pocket open spaces 

Aspects of Nature Space Aspects of Civic Space

1st Workshop

downtown open space

2nd Workshop

spaces and connect with pedestrian 

3nd Workshop

ANALYSIS OF OPEN SPACE ISSUES



DOWNTOWN DURHAM
EXISTING CONDITIONS

Am
er

ic
an

 T
ob

ac
co

 T
ra

il

A
R

N
E

TT
E

 A
V

E

S
H

E
P

H
E

R
D

 S
T

V
IC

K
E

R
S

 A
V

E

DOWD ST

N
 E

LI
ZA

BE
TH

 S
T

H
IL

L 
S

T

COBB ST

E GEER ST

GRAY AVE

E MAIN ST

CANAL ST

ANGIER AVE

EDWARD ST

E PETTIGREW ST

HOLLOWAY ST

EVA ST

PROCTOR ST

S ELM ST

C
A

R
R

O
LL

 S
T

PARKER ST

SO
U

TH
 S

T

MOREHEAD AVE

W
AT

TS
 S

T

LIBERTY ST

H
A

ZE
L 

S
T

WELLS ST

#17 ALY

#16 ALY

GILBERT ST

#15 ALY

FA
R

G
O

 S
T

YANCEY ST

W LAKEWOOD AVE

GLORIA AVE N
 M

A
N

G
U

M
 S

T

LEE ST

W MAIN ST

S 
AL

ST
O

N
 A

VE

S
 R

O
X

B
O

R
O

 S
T

G
LE

N
D

A
LE

 A
V

E

WORTH ST

MINERVA AVE

G
U

R
LE

Y
 S

T

UNIV
ERSITY D

R

LYRIC ST

W GEER ST

HOPKINS ST

MERRICK ST

E TRINITY AVE

N 
AL

ST
O

N 
AV

E

E PIEDMONT AVE

HILLSIDE AVE

G
E

A
R

W
O

O
D

 A
V

E

CARLTON AVE

G
RA

NT
 S

T

S
C

O
U

T 
D

R

E RAM
SEUR ST

R
O

SETTA D
R

N
 B

U
C

H
A

N
A

N
 B

LV
D

CHESTNUT ST

E PEABODY ST

JACKSON ST

OTTAWA AVE

LY
O

N 
ST

LAUREL AVE

W CHAPEL HILL ST

C
A

M
P

U
S

 D
R

R
AI

LR
O

AD
 S

T
PE

AR
L 

ST

MAXWELL AVE

WALL ST

H
A

N
O

V
E

R
 S

T

O
A

KW
O

O
D

 AV
E

ST
O

KE
S 

ST

WAKE PL

DALE ST

PRIMITIVE ST

B
AY

 S
T

W
ALK

ER
 ST

N
E

V
IL

LE
 S

T

DREW ST

BIVINS ST

BURCH AVE

W PIEDMONT AVE
TU

C
K

E
R

 S
T

C
O

LF
AX

 S
T

HARGROVE ST

HENDERSO
N ST

S 
HO

LM
AN

 S
T

EXUM ST

BEAMON ST

WILKERSON AVE

M
UR

PH
Y 

ST

MORVEN PLHAYTI LN

N 
HO

LM
AN

 S
T

E FOREST HILLS BLVD

EDGEMONT LN

CH
AT

HA
M

 P
L

MIOSHA ST

FAYETTEVILLE ST

FOWLER AVE

GRANBY S
T

LA
UR

EL
 S

T

O
LD

 F
AY

ET
TE

VI
LL

E 
ST

MISSION PL

C
A

R
R

O
LL

 S
T

N ALSTO
N AVE

G
U

R
LE

Y 
ST

PRIMITIVE ST

ST
O

KE
S 

ST

GRAY AVE

LIBERTY ST

#15 ALY

S 
HO

LM
AN

 S
T

#16 ALY

W MAIN ST

E MAIN ST

W MORGAN ST

FO
ST

ER
 S

T

N 
DU

KE
 S

T

N 
M

AN
GUM

 S
T

M
O

R
R

IS
 S

T

S 
M

AN
G

U
M

 S
T

BL
AC

KW
EL

L S
T

R
IG

S
B

E
E

 A
V

E

HUNT ST

S 
RO

XB
O

RO
 S

T

W
IL

LA
R

D
 S

T

E PETTIG
R

EW
 ST

JACKIE ROBINSON DR

LIBERTY ST

S 
DI

LL
AR

D 
ST

JACKSON ST

W GEER ST

W CHAPEL HILL ST

W PEABODY ST

MOREHEAD AVE

S
 G

R
E

G
S

O
N

 S
T

W PETTIGREW ST

E LAKEWOOD AVE

E MOREHEAD AVE

E CHAPEL HILL ST

W RAMSEUR ST

HOOD ST

HOLLOWAY ST

FERNWAY AVE

LI
G

G
ET

T 
S

T

BROADWAY ST

MINERVA AVE

N 
DI

LL
AR

D 
ST

FU
LL

ER
 S

T

W SEMINARY AVE

LAMOND AVE

#2
7 

A
LY

R
O

N
E

Y 
S

T

E PARRISH ST

VIVIAN ST

N E
LI

ZA
BE

TH
 S

T

M
A

D
IS

O
N

 S
T

W LAKEWOOD AVE

COMMERCE ST

NEWMAN ST

N 
CH

UR
CH

 S
T

W PARRISH ST

AL
BE

MAR
LE

 S
T

G
O

R
D

O
N

 S
T

S ELIZABETH ST

VIC
KERS AVE

E RAMSEUR ST

E M
O

R
G

A
N

 ST

W
ALK

ER
 ST

#2
6 

A
LY

O
R

A
N

G
E

 S
T

CITY HALL PLZ

G
R

A
C

E
 L

N

S 
QUEE

N S
T

W
AT

TS
 S

T

YANCEY ST

M
AR

K
ET

 S
T

MEMORIAL ST

S 
CO

RC
ORA

N 
ST

WILKERSON AVE

E SEMINARY AVE

BURCH AVE

W
IL

LI
A

M
 V

IC
K

E
R

S
 A

V
E

MISSION PL

COBB ST

#22 ALY

#23 ALY

N GREAT JONES ST

DOWD ST

E PEABODY ST

H
O

LL
A

N
D

 S
T

CARLTON AVE
#24 ALY

E PIEDMONT AVE

W LAKEWOOD AVE

R
O

N
E

Y 
S

T

HUNT ST

W PETTIGREW ST

YANCEY ST

FU
LL

ER
 S

T

N
 E

LI
ZA

BE
TH

 S
T

LIBERTY ST

W
IL

LA
R

D
 S

T

W MAIN ST

E

RAILROADS

BUILDINGS

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE

PERVIOUS SURFACE

RIGHTS-OF-WAY

STREAMS

PUBLIC PARKS AND GREENWAYS

PRIVATELY OWNED OPEN SPACE
ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC

Feet
0 1,000 2,000 3,000

Durham City-County Planning Department
May 13, 2013

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE



DOWNTOWN DURHAM
OPEN SPACE PLAN
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SEMI-PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

EXISTING PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

PROPOSED PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

IMPROVED 
PEDESTRIAN CORRIDOR

RAILROADS

STREAMS

BUILDINGS

To North Carolina
Central University

To Duke University



Existing Open Spaces
Downtown Open Space Plan

Support for ongoing improvements in the 

Durham Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan 2012-13  

Durham County Main Library

 

Support and Ongoing Coordination

Proposed Enhancements

5

Support and Enhance the spaces we have

5

1 Durham 
Central Park

3 Rotary Park
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Library

2

4 102 West Main 

Street

Durham Central Park 
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improvements for some of these spaces 
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Conceptual Designs For Improved Connectivity
Downtown Open Space Plan

Building upon the success of 
the American Tobacco Trail as 
an entrance into Downtown, 

and natural landscaping.

Monumental gateway and 
kiosk to announce the 
entrance to Downtown

Formal parking area for 
playground, trailhead, and 
baseball games

Playground

Restore the headwaters 
of Third Fork Creek and 

species. 

Recommended 
Concepts:

3. Tobacco Trail Gateway              

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

D

2. Performing Arts Center Green

Recommended 
Concepts:
A

B

C

Connect the 
American Tobacco 
Campus with 
Downtown with a 
pedestrian bridge 

tracks

a

B

Enhance the green 
space in front of 
DPAC

C

Introduce a stormwater design 
feature

Connections

A focus of the Downtown Open Space Plan is to facilitate 

open spaces. This concept plan connects the American 
Tobacco Trail to the proposed Duke Beltline Trail with 
pockets of open space that create new gateways and 

3

2

1    

1. Downtown Greenway                 

use pathway,    

Recommended Concepts:

American Tobacco Trail to the proposed 
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Conceptual Designs For New Public Open Space
Downtown Open Space Plan

Greening the Center

A focus of the Downtown Open Space Plan is to create publicly accessible greenspaces in 

1

2

site for proposed City Hall Green Space

site for proposed Civic Play Space                

1

2
DURHAM 

CITY HALL

C i t y  H a l l  P l a z a
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COUNTY 
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US POST 
OFFICE
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COUNTY 
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DURHAM 
FIRE DEP’T

PARKS/REC 
DEP’T

Recommended Concepts:

  

1. City Hall Green Space
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Recommended Concepts:

Downtown Loop to support two-

2.  Civic Play Space
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E
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Implementation Strategies
Downtown Open Space Plan

Require provision of on-site open space for new 

criteria:

acres; and

Courtyard;

Green open space; and/or

Civic open space.

Potential Funding Sources

Amend the parks and recreation impact fee

1 Designate 1.5% of the fee 
towards Downtown open 
space acquisition and 
improvement

space includes: 

2 Require all new non-
residential development of 
less than four acres, and 
non-residential renovation 
of existing structures,  to 
contribute to the parks 
and recreation impact fee

directed Downtown.

3 Allow Downtown parks 
and recreation funds to 
be utilized for passive 
open space and/or active 
recreation areas

Amend the UDO to require on-site open space

Campus
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